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Robinia pseudoacacia
Black Locust 

Fabiaceae

                                       ‘a black locust defending all robinias’

It is time I spoke up about my tree self and for all the other black locusts too. There are so many 
negative things written about us. Everywhere you hear about us being invasive. But as climate 
change starts to affect your life more and more, you will be glad of our shade on hot and dry 
lands. Remember we can colonize areas and survive on arid land because we are nitrogen 
fixers. 

And everywhere you hear about our limbs and trunks cracking. Yes, it does happen but we are 
not a long lived tree - we are pioneer trees that are here to settle the earth and enrich the 
ground for other tree species to follow. 

Even the delicious honey we produce on our fragrant and beautiful flowers in June is criticized. 
Our blooms last a short time. The honey gatherers would like a longer season. The bees don't 
complain and they know more about nature's ways than humans. We have no plans to 
genetically alter ourselves to make factory farming honey for humans. 

I wasn’t going to mention this. It is too close to my heart. But in eastern United States, my home 
and native land, I am considered invasive. And worst of all, I am not allowed to grow in 
Massachusetts. If you plant me, you will be breaking the law. 

Luckily for me, my plant family is the third largest in the world and they have my back. My family 
grows all over the world except Antarctica.   

Enough complaining. We do have appreciators. We grow into stately magnificent trees - trees 
that seem to have been here forever in spite of our short lifespan.

I have been in a special area in VanDusen for a long time. I am happy the decision was made to 
place the Korean Pavilion beside me. My hexagonal (six sided) pavilion friend has perfect 
shared energy within its angles. Throughout history it has always been placed with great 
thought. The hexagonal pavilion is known as the balance between heaven and earth. And here I 
am beside it.

If you visit us, we look out at sky and mountains; sky and tall trees; sky and sky 
and peace. 
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                                       a balance between heaven and earth         
                   Robinia pseudoacacia beside the Korean Pavilion in November
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